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A fast-moving thunderstorm with tree-toppling winds raged across the 
Washington region yesterday, knocking out power to a quarter of a million 
homes, clogging streets and roads with debris and temporarily shutting the 
Capital Beltway in Maryland. 

Late last night, almost 100,000 homes and businesses were without power in 
Montgomery County, and a utility spokesman said, "It's going to be a long haul." 

No injuries or deaths were immediately attributed to the storm, but lightning 
touched off fires, and winds gusting up to 75 mph spread damage from Loudoun 
County in Virginia to Calvert County in Southern Maryland. 

Traffic signals went dark, and trees and branches crashed onto cars and railroad 
tracks, turning the evening commute into a waterlogged trial. 

Maryland State Police closed the inner and outer loops of the Beltway in 
Greenbelt for about an hour when downed power lines electrified the highway 
guardrails. Traffic backed up for more than seven miles. Eight Metro stations lost 
power just after 5 p.m., but trains continued to run. Fallen trees delayed 
northbound trains on MARC's Brunswick line. 

Swooping across the area from northwest to southeast, the storm was sudden, 
severe and widespread. Debbie Corbo of Loudoun County was picking up her 6-
year-old daughter from a YMCA program at Countryside Elementary School 
when the sky turned dark shortly before 5 p.m. 

"It was black as night," Corbo said. "Everything was blowing sideways, and the 
cars stopped. It was driving rain." 

Anthony Wright, 45, was sitting in his Mitchellville garage when the storm came 
"out of nowhere," and he saw his neighbor's trash cans "flying in the air." 

"I've never seen anything like it," he said. 

Hailstones the size of pennies fell in Sterling in Loudoun County, in Brandywine 
in Prince George's County and in Ironsides in Charles County.  



"It's like a tornado," said Cpl. Peter Spaulding of the Prince Frederick barracks of 
the Maryland State Police. "The sky is really dark. The trees are bending over." 

In Largo, dentist JaDonna Hayes had just numbed a patient to extract a wisdom 
tooth when the lights went out. "I was debating, should I go on, should I stop? But 
hey, he was numb," Hayes said. In the glow of a flashlight, she pulled the tooth. 

Forecasters said it was like a storm on steroids. National Weather Service 
meteorologist Luis Rosa said the storm, moving at 45 mph, caused damage in 
south-central Pennsylvania before it plowed into Frederick and northern 
Montgomery counties just before rush hour. 

In Montgomery's traffic control center, engineers watching monitors saw signal 
lights going out just as traffic got heavy. "In a split second, we lost signals on five 
or six major roads," said Carlos Paniagua, a traffic technician. "Then it got worse. 
And worse." 

Late last night, more than 140,000 homes and businesses served by Pepco were 
without power, a company spokesman said. In addition to 99,000 outages in 
Montgomery, about 30,000 customers had no power in Prince George's County 
and 12,000 in the District. Although the utility had restored power to thousands of 
residents, additional reports of outages continued to come in from residents who 
were finally arriving home. Debris-clogged streets were impeding repairs, the 
spokesman said, but additional crews were expected today from Delaware and 
Pennsylvania. 

About 11 p.m., about 64,000 homes served by Baltimore Gas & Electric in the 
Washington area were without power, a utility spokeswoman said. She said 
44,000 of those were in Anne Arundel County, and 13,000 were in Howard 
County. 

In Northern Virginia, 49,000 Dominion Virginia Power customers were without 
lights at one point; the number fell to about 15,000 by early today. 

Capt. Chauncey Bowers of the Prince George's fire department described a hair-
raising scene where the Beltway guardrail was electrified. "It was a potentially 
life-and-death situation," he said. 

A few miles away, Jim Kuhar, 53, turned into a Burtonsville shopping center to 
find respite from traffic. "Out there," he said, pointing to the unmoving cars, "it's 
every man for himself." 

Jean Little of Crofton was driving five children home from a pool when a tree fell 
on top of her car. The branches absorbed much of the shock of the trunk, she 
said, and it was as if "a big blanket" had been flung onto the vehicle. According to 
Little, one of the children said, "Call my mother." 



In the District, where trees and power lines were down in almost every 
neighborhood, a tree fell on a house in the 3700 block of Ingomar Street NW and 
a possible lightning strike caused a fire and punched a hole in the roof of a two-
story house in the 1900 block of Kearney Street NE. Tyrone Gibson, 21, kicked in 
the door and shouted a warning, but the house was unoccupied at the time.  

Lightning was also blamed for a $100,000 fire at the Park Wayne apartments in 
Silver Spring.  

In Annapolis, wind filled manicured brick streets with debris, bowled over planters 
on Main Street and brought down a Bradford pear tree on West Street.  

The area may not have seen the end of it. "We could have the same rapidly 
changing weather conditions again" today, the Weather Service's Rosa said. "All 
the ingredients are there." 
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